Pageant Scenes from 'J'he Ponce de Leon Celebration
commemorating the discovery of Florida at the present
location of St. Augustine in 151J

The Ponce de L eon Celebration is put on at St. Augustine annually, April 2, 3, 4, to commemorate th e landing of
Don Juan P once at St. Augustine, and it is one of the m ost elaborate historic pagean ts ever undertaken by any com munity.
The present day rush is forgotten while the pages of history are turn ed back 400 year , to th e landin g of this intrepid
seaman. It is re-enacting Spanish hi tory that took place on the very same spot, called by th e Indi an Ca11tio. Th is
amazi ng discovery was not only historic but romantic. Chief Atamara's beautiful legend of a sparkling spring, from
which one might drink and have etern al youth, seems almost a realization. After landing, P once de L eon's inquiry was
soon made as to the location of this fountain of eternal youth, and tradition, now cen turies old, says th at the Indians le<l
them to a marvelous spring just north of Cautit1,- the F ountain of Youth.
The history of Ponce de Leon's landing at St. Augustine :111<l the romantic account of his quest fnr eternal
youth is t:iuirht in th e srh,11,ls thrnughout the Nation .

PONCE DE LEON DISCOVERS A "NEW WORLD" AND NAMES IT PLORIDA
RTIST'S conception of the landing of Don Juan Ponce de Leon and party at the present
location of St. Augustine April third, 1513. Ponce de Leon ca lled the country Florida,
from Pascua Florida, the Spanish name for Easter Sunday. He was born in Aragon,
Spain, about 1460. He. was of noble family, served in the conquest of Granada and in
1493 went with Columbus to Espanola; later he wa!il governor under Oviedo, of the eastern part
of t hat island, whence he passed over to Porto Rico in 1508 and began its conquest; in 1510 he
was appointed its governor. From the Indians he heard of an "island" called Bimini, to the
northwes~ and it was reported that this contained a miraculous spring which would restore the
aged to youth. Ponce de Leon received a grant to discover and settle the land called "Bimini":
sailed from Porto Rico in March, 1513, resulting in the discovery of Florida.
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POINTS OF INTEREST-As Shown on the Map in Old St. Augustine
I. Florida East Coast Railway Station and Offices.
2. Southern M. E. Church.
3. Florida East Coast Hospital.
4. Memorial Presbyterian Church.
5. Ancient City Baptist Church.
6. Ketterlinus High School.
7. Junior High School.
8. Old Huguenot Cemetery.
9. City Gates--part of old city wall
in 1620.
10. Old Spanish Cemetery.
11. Oldest School House.
12. Fort Marion.
13. City Building.
14. Grace M. E. Church, North.
15. Christian Science Church.

16. Ponce de Leon Hotel (world's finest tourist hotel).
17. Chamber of Commerce.

18. Post Office-formerly Spanish
Governor's Mansion.
19. Alcazar Hotel and Casino.

20. Episcopal Church.
21. Old Slave Market.
22. Cathedral.
23. Court House.
24. Don Toledo House.
25. Record Company, one of the
South's largest printing plants.
26. Cathedral Lyceum.
27. Old House-Historical Society.
28. State Arsenal, formerly Franciscan Monastery.

29. Natio nal Cemetery.

31. Fountain of Youth.
:l2. Tourist Club.
33. Garnett Orange Grove.
34. Anastasia Light House.
35. Light House Park.
36. Davenport Park.
37. La Leche Cemetery.
38. Alligator Farm.
39. St. Joseph's Academy.
40. State School for the Deaf and
the Blind.
41. Vilano Beach Casino.
42. Hamblen Club.
43. Bus Station.

Main Entrance.

®he Grountain of ~outh
6U.Jhere @once de heon handed 615.Jn 1513
the minds of most are decidedly hazy on points of
history and dates, there is one historical fact in connection
with the Discovery of Florida by Juan Ponce de Leon which
stands out pre-eminently, being known by the veriest school
child . That is the search for the Fountain of Youth, which
prompted the Spanish cavalier, adventurer and explorer to extend his discoveries after he had made name and fame and fortune.
Historians, after years of research, are agreed now that Juan Ponce de
L eon landed on the east coast of Florida, where in later years Pedro
Menendez de Aviles built the fort and established the city of St. Augustine,
the oldest permanent white settlement in th e United States today.
The owners of the Fountain of Youth property desire to preserve intact
the story of Ponce de Leon's Discovery of Florida, and retain for this
generation, and those to follow, the essential details of one of the most
beautiful of all human chronicles, whether historical, traditional or legendary, always appealing to universal human nature, since the quest for youth
is eternal.
G eorge Fairbanks, historian, and considered an authori ty on Florida
History, of which he made a deep and exhaustive study, says in his
"History and Antiquities of St. Augustine, Florida":
THOUGH
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"Among the sturdy adventurers of the sixteenth century who sought
both fame and fortune in the path of discovery was Ponce de Leon, companion of Columbus on his second voyage, a veteran and bold mariner,
who, after a long and adventurous Ii fe, feeling the infirmities of age,
and the shadows of the decline of life hanging over him, willingly credited
the tale that there existed a fountain whose waters could restore youth to
palsied age, and beauty to efface the marks of time.
"The story ran that far to the north there existed a land abounding
in gold and in all manner of desirable things, but, above all, possessing a
spring of so remarkable a virtue that the water would confer immortal
youth on whoever drank of it; that upon a time a considerable expedition
of the Indians of Cuba had departed northward in search of this beautiful
country and these waters of immortali ty, who had never returned, and
who, it was supposed, were in a rejuvenated state, still enjoying the felicities of the happy land.
"Furthermore, Peter Martyr affirms in his second decade addressed to
the Pope 'that among the islands on the north side of Hispaniola, there is
one about three hundred and twenty-five leagues distant, as they say which
have searched the same, in which is a continual spring of running water,
of such marvelous virtue, that the water thereof being drunk, perhaps with
some diet, maketh old men young again. And here I must make protestation to your holiness not to think this to be said lightly or rashly; for they
have so spread this rumor for a truth throughout all the Court that not
only all the people, but also many of them whom wisdom or fortune hath
divided from the common sort, think it to be true.' Thoroughly believing

Don Juan Ponce de Leon
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fliew of the inlet from the "King's Landing." According to history Ponce de Leon
landed on or near this spot.

An Old fliew of the Fountain.
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Upper: The Baptistry-where according to tradition Indian babies 'U.·ere baptized.
Lower: An old Coqui11a Fountain in the Garden, midst tropical foliage.

in the verity of this pleasant account, this gallan t cavalier fitted out an
expedition from Porto Rico, and in the progress of his search came upon
the coast of Florida."
Before P.once de Leon set sail in search of the Fountain whose waters
were to restore his youth he petitioned the King of Spain, Ferdinand the
Fifth, for a patent or permission to discover this new land. This was
granted and signed by the king February 23, 1512, and forwarded to
Ponce de Leon in Porto Rico. Ponce de Leon immediately prepared an
expedition of three ships, the Dolores, the Donna Maria, and the San
Salvador. Juan de Cosa commanded the Donna Maria, Enrique de la
Vega commanded the San Salvador, and Ponce de Leon the Dolores, the
ship named for his youthful and beautiful wife. In these vessels, fully
equipped, they set sail for the great adventure.
[6]

The Famous Reclining Cross co mmemorating the date of the discovery of Florida.
According to tradition these are the stones placed here by Ponce de Leon when he landed.
There are fifteen stones running east and west. thirteen stones running north and south, indicating the year 1513 in which he landed. By order of the King of Spain each new discovery had to
have a landmark placed so that they could gain possession of the country . ., So with each new
discovery a cross was planted 11nd blessed by the Priests as a landmark for the Church.

Fairbanks' History of Florida, second edi tion, speaking of Ponce de
Leon, says: "Bearing to the northwest on the 27th of March, 1513, he
sighted land on the east coast of Florida and coasted along the supposed
Island until April 2nd when he landed near St. Augustine. Following the
usual custom of the times in bestowing names, having come upon the coast
on Easter Sunday ( Pascua Florida) he called it Florida. He landed with
his principa l officers, planted a cross, threw the Royal banner of Spain to
the breezes, and standin g around it all swore allegiance to the Crown and
formal possession was taken in the name of the King of Spain."
When Ponce de Leon landed on these shores, Catholic Priests, who
played such an important part in the Christianization of the new world,
were present and took an active part in the ceremony. At that time they
offered the following prayer:
PRAYER

Dom ine Deus reterne et omnipotens, sacra verbo tuo coelum, et terram et mare
creasti; benedicatur et glorificetur nomen tuum, laudetur tua majestas, qure dignata
est per hum ilem servum tuum ut tuum sacrum nomen agnoscatur et prredicetur in
hac altera mundi parte.
Benedictio Dei omnipotentis, Patris et Filli et Spiritus Sancti descendat super
istas terras et mane at semper !
TRANSLATION
0 Lord, Almighty and Everlasting God, by Thy holy word Thou hast created
the heavens, the earth and the sea. May Thy name be blessed and glorified!
Praised be Thy majesty, oh Thou Who through Thy humble servant hast ordained
that Thy sacred name be made known and proclaimed in these new regions of the
world!
May the blessing of the Almighty God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost descend
on this land and abide forever!
NOTE: The above prayer is t he identical prayer as said by t he Priests who accompanied
Juan Ponce de L-eon on the trip which resu lted in the discovery of Florida, upon his taking
possession of the land in the name of Her Majesty, the Queen Isabella of Spain.
This same prayer was said by the Priests who accompanied Christopher Columbus upon
his discovery of Amf>rica 1n 1492.
It is found in Vol. 1, "Lowery, Spani sh Settlements in U. S .. " and was furnished our
committee by the Rt. Rev. Father J . Nunan, Vicar General of this Diocese.
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Views showing Spanish Palm Gardens,
Old Coquina Walls, and Other Scenes
Around The Fountain of Youth.
St. Augustine, Florida,
The Oldest City in the United States of
America.
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Chapel on the site of the first Catholic Mission in America, erected 1565.
Place called Nombre de Dios, which is the same where the first Mass of September 8,
1565, was celebrated, when the Spaniards set out to conquer these provinces, under the command of the Adelantado Pedro Menendez de Aviles; and afterwards an Indian village was built
there, with a small Chapel in which was placed an image of Maria Santisima de la Leche.
The village and the Chapel lasted until March 20, 1728, when with the motive of having taken
possession of it by the British Arms, and then taking by surprise the city Garrison, the
Spanish Governor ordered it destroyed. (Taken from Buckingham Smith Map , courtesy N ew
York Historical Society.)

Ponce de Leon also explored the Gulf Coast to latitude 2i degrees 30
minutes N., and returned to Porto Rico in September. His grants were
renewed, but owing to the Indian wars in Porto Rico he could not again
sail for Florida until 15 21. He then attempted to plant a colony, but was
driven off by the Indians, and himself was so badly wounded that he died
shortly after reaching the coast of Cuba, and was buried in P orto Rico.
Herrera, who is often misquoted with reference to the voyage of
Ponce de Leon, gives the following account:

"This land of Guanhani was the first land discovered by the Admiral
Christopher Columbus in the New World and by him called San Salvador.
From thence Ponce de Leon steered to the Northwest, and on Sunday,
the 27th of March, he saw and passed by an Island. Continu ing the same
course till Wednesday, the 30th of March, when the wind became foul,
he altered his course to W. N. W., and 2nd day of April came to nine
fathoms of water a lea12:ue from the land, in latitude 30 degrees 8 minutes
North,-running along the land in search of an harbour, he anchored at
night in eight fathoms of water near the shore. Believing the land to
be an Island, he gave it the name of Florida." At this place Ponce went
on shore to take formal possession of the land. He must have followed the
deep water channel, :rnchored, and in his small boats entered th e first creek
[10]

(later called Macaris) and landed on or near this spot ( a point on the
Fountain of Youth grounds ).
St. Augustine, through the energies of prominent men claiming the
old city as home and appreciating its historic beginnings, has paid honor to
the memory of P once de Leon, who though he never found his fabled
fountain, left us a wealth of romance, and storied charm.
Henry M. Flagler, who fell under the spell of this historic city by the
sea, built what constitutes a veritable memorial to Ponce de Leon. This is
the famous Hotel Ponce de Leon, on e of the most beautiful and picturesque
hostelries in the world, and famed around the globe. The interval of
forty years since its official opening has not dimmed its beauty or lessened
its prestige, both seeming to grow greater with the passing of the seasons.
Relics of Ponce de L eon, rare old Spanish chronicles, and copies from
the archives at Sevilla, Spain, are eagerly sought by historians. The collection in the museum at the F ountain of Youth, representing years of patient
research, and now coming into full recognition by historians, plays its part
in perpetuating the memory of Ponce de Leon, and in preserving St. Augustine's priceless heritage of history. We would call the attention of
visitors to this valuable collection, and to the wealth of fable, tradition, and
romance, which hovers about this interesting old place. The Spirit of
Beauty is abroad, and the fountain springs eternal under the shade of the
gigantic live oaks and magnolias with their banners of grey Spanish moss.
And who shall say this is not the Fountain of Youth which Ponce de Leon
sought?

6q}mportant 6Dates in eSt. ~ugustine's 6History

·-

I 5 I 3-March 27, Florida discovered by Ponce de Leon.
1513-April 3, Ponce de Leon landed at St. Augustine for the first time.
1521-Ponce de Leon visits Florida the second time.
1564-Huguenot settlement of Florida under Ribault and Laudonniere begun.
1565-September 6, St. Augustine settled and fortifications begun by Menendez.
First mass said two days later, September 8.
1565-September 19, capture of French fort on St. Johns river by Menendez.
15 65-September, wreck of Ribault's fleet, south of Matanzas inlet.
1565-September, massacre of shipwrecked French by Menendez near Matanzas.
1566-The Indians under Saturvia w age war on the Spaniards.
I 568-De G ourges landed in Florid a and reveng ed the French massacre, capturing
Spanish fort.
1574-Death of Menendez.
1580-83-Spa nish attempt at Christianization of the Indians.
1583-Convent of St. Francisco founded in St. Augustine.
1586-May 8, Sir Francis Drake attacked St. Augu stine.
1599-Convent of St. Francisco burned.
1611-Indians pillage St. Augustine and kill priests and destroy property.
1638-40-Apalach e Indians captured a nd sent to St. Augu stine to wor k on th e
fortifications.
[111

66Jmportant GJJates in eSt. 9iugustine's 6.J{istory
~

1665-Attack on St. Augustine by Captain Davis, a buccaneer.
1690-Commencement of the first sea wall by the Spanish government.
1702-Governor Moore of Carolina invaded Florida and attacked St. Augustine.
1704-Governor Moore invaded Florida a second time.
1725-Colonel Palmer invaded Florida.
1740-General Oglethorpe attacked St. Augustine and besieged the fort.
1740-First record of snow in St. Augustine.
1740-43-Fort Matanzas built as a protection against attacks from the south.
1755-Don Alonzo F'ernandez de Herrera appointed Governor of Florida.
1756-Completion of Fort San Marco.
1763-Florida ceded to England.
1767-Nicholas Turnbull brought Minorcans to Florida (near New Smyrna).
1769-Minorcan insurrection against injustice of Turnbull.
1776-Minorcans freed by courts in St. Augustine from contract with Turnbull.
1777-Expedition of General Provost from St. Augustine against Savannah.
1778-Colonial patriots brought from Charleston and imprisoned in the fort by
the British.
1783-Florida re-ceded to Spain by Great Britain.
1793-97-St. Augustine Cathedral built.
1812-Monument to Spanish Constitution erected in the Plaza.
1818-General Jackson invaded Florida.
1821-July 12, Stars and Stripes raised over Fort San Marco, Florida having been
bought from Spain.
1823-Territorial Legislature met at St. Augus6ne.
1825-Episcopal Church bui lt.
1830-First Presbyterian Church built.
1833-Protestant Episcopal Church consecrated .

...

Don Toledo House

Oldest House
Cathedral of St. Augustine, in the
Oldest Parish of America
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1835-42-Seminole ,var.
1836-Escape of the Indian chiefs, Coacoochee and Hadjo, from Fort San Marco.
I 8+0-Methodist Chapel built in St. Augustine.
1861-Fort San Marco seized by Florida troops at commencement of Civil War.
1862-Fort San Marco occupied by Commander Rodgers, U. S. N.
1872-Confederate Monument placed in Plaza.
1875-lndian prisoners of the United States Go\'ernment confined in Fort Sa n Marco.
I 886-Apache Indians confined in Fort San Marco.
1885-87-Ponce de Leon Hotel built.
1886-Methodist Church built.
1887-Cathedral burned .
1888-Cathedral rebuilt.
189 0-Presbyterian Church built.
1895-Baptist Church built.
189+-95-Big freeze, December ( 189+ ), February ( 189 5) , the mercury going to 11
degrees.

Old City Gates Built i11 Ii4-.7The inner and last line of defense of St. 1\ugustine ran from Fort San Marco
to the San Sebastian River and the present City Gates were the only entrance to the
city. The gates as we see them today were built of stone. On the outer side of the
gates and the wall which surrounded 1h~ city was a moat or deep ditch (a section of
this ma y still be seen near the San Sebastian River), filled with water, and the
app ro ach to 1he gates wa s OYer a drawbridge which was pulled up at night.
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Fort San Marco begun 1640, finished 1756.
Fort Sa n Marco is in all respects a castle built after the plan of those of the
middle ages, and it is today one of the best preserved specimens of the military
architecture of its time. It has withstood many sieges and proven itself capable on
al l occasions of resisting the enemy. Its casemates and dungeons are viewed with
wonder and amazement by more than one hundred thousand visitors annually.

06Jmportant GD ates in 8St. §iugustine' s 6.flistory
1897-Light snow in St. Augustine, the second time in history .
1898-1900-Prisoners of Spanish-American war confined in Fort San Marco.
1905-Octobe r 21, President Roosevelt delivered speech from landing of the stairway in Fort San Marco.
1905-Remai ns of Volunteers of Spanish-American \Var interred in Military Cemetery on South Marine street.
I 906-Flagler Mausoleum built at the west side of Mem orial Presbyterian Church.
1906-Young Men's Christian Associ a tion, Railway branch, built.
1907-1928-Celebrations in honor of Ponce de Leon's landing.
1909-Ponce d e Leon cross discovered at the Fountain of Youth.
19 l 8-Ground cov ered with blanket of snow.
1925-D. P. Da vis filled in marsh to reclaim Davis Shores.
1926-$1,000,000 Bridge of Lions started.
1926-.\lew waterw o rks installed.
1927-Bridge of Li ons finished .
[15]

G.Pedro @Kenendez de §i.viles
On June 29th, 1565, fifty-two ye ars after Ponce de Leon landed here, !Jon Ped ro
Menendez de Aviles, sent under commission to establish a permanent settlement in
Florida, sailed from Spain in the "San Playo," with a fleet of ni neteen vesse ls, carrying fifteen hundred persons. Other vessels followed with a number of colonists, and
in all two thousand six hund red and forty-six persons, including priests, armorers,
artisans and seamen, embarked for Florida. Only one-third of the fleet arrived at
Porto Rico, th e others having been destroyed by a storm, and many of the voyagers
had perished. Menendez sailed up the east coast of Florida and reached the Indian
Village of Selooy on August 28th, 1565, the feast of St. Augustine, and because of
this, as was customary in these early days, he called the place after the Great Saint
Augustin. Menendez and his followers advanced with the banner of Castile and
Aragon unfurled to the breeze, while cannons boomed and trumpets sounded. They
blessed the ground, planted the Cross, and took possession of the "Land of Florida,"
which according to the geographers of that time, embraced the w hole coast line from
Labrador to Mexico, in the name of the King of Spain, Philip II, and all swore
allegiance to the Crown.
Founding of St. A ugustin e from account by Mendoza, Chaplain of the Expedition:

"On Saturday, September the 8th, 1565, the gen eral landed with many banne rs
spread, to the sound of trumpets and salutes of artill ery. As I had gone on shore the
evening before, I took a cross and went to meet him, singing the hymn Te Deum Lauda mus. The general marched up to the cross, followed by all who accompanied him,
and there they all kneeled and embraced the cross. A large number of Ind ians watched
these proceedings and imitated all they saw done. The same day the general took formal
possession of the country in the name of his Majesty, and all the captains took the
oath of allegiance to him, as their general, and governor of the country. (The site
of this ceremony and first chapel has been definitely located on the Founta in of Youth
property by the St. Augu stine Historical Society. )

Don Pedro Men endez, founder of St. Augu.<tine, 1565.
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REPLICA OF THE COFFIN OF PEDRO MENENDEZ DE AVILES.
In the summer of 1924 it was decided to remove the mortal remains of Menendez from one resting
place to another and a delegation of Florida citizens traveled to Aviles, Spain, to witness the ceremony.
Later the decayed remains of the coffin were presented by his native city of Aviles to St. Augustine, the
city he founded September 8th, 1565. This completely restored, as to its original lettering, etc., is now
in the possession of the City of St. Augustine.

TRANSLATION OF THE EPITAPH (ON COFFIN):
Here lies buried the noble cavalier Pedro Menendez de Aviles, a native of this town. Governor of the
Provinces of Florida. Knight Commander of the order of Santiago and Captain General of the Catholic
Armada, assembled at the town of Santander by the King Philip, mighty senor, in the year 1574, at
which place on the 17th of Septemher and in the same year, he died in the 55th year of his age.

